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Secretary Pierce Selects Simpson to Head Kansas City Region 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has announced the selection of Gerald F. Simpson as 
administrator of HUD’s Kansas City Regional Office. Simpson, a former banker and State legislator, 
will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating program management and operations of the Depart- 
ment’s area and service offices in lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska. 


Prior to coming to HUD, Simpson served as senior vice president of the First Bank and Trust 
Company in Salina, Kansas. He began his banking career in 1961. He was elected to the Kansas State 
Legislature and began serving in 1979. As amember of that body, he was assigned to the Committee on 
Assessment and Taxation, the Committee on Commercial and Financial Institutions, the Committee on 
Governmental Organization, the Committee on Pensions and Investments, and the Committee on Ways 
and Means. He also served on the Governor’s Committee on Law Enforcement Training and 
Standards. 


The new HUD regional administrator also has held positions as city commissioner in Salina, Kansas 
(1975-1979); as mayor of Salina (1976); and a member of the Salina Citizens Advisory Committee and 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. A native of Topeka, Kansas, Simpson is a graduate of the University of 
Kansas (Lawrence) where he earned a bachelor of arts degree in economics in 1959. He also attended 
the Graduate School of Banking at the University of Colorado (Boulder) from 1972 to 1974. 


In another personnel action, Edmund R. Carrera of Denver, Colorado, has been named director of the 
Office of Indian Housing. He will serve as the principal adviser on all Indian housing developed under 
the United States Housing Act of 1937, as amended, and will carry out his responsibilities by developing 
policies, procedures, criteria and guidelines for Indian housing, including housing in Alaska and the 
Pacific Trust Territories. He will report to the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Housing and Indian 
Programs, Robert S. Lloyd. 


Carrera earlier served in HUD’s San Francisco Regional Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
and in the Denver Regional Office of Housing. From 197! to 1978, he was the Southwestern Regional 
Director of the National Economic Development Association, and earlier was special assistant to the 
Administrator of the Small Business Administration in Washington, D.C. He is a graduate of the 
University of Texas at El Paso where he earned a bachelor of arts degree in business administration. 


President Signs 1981 Amendments for Veterans’ Benefits 


President Ronald Reagan has signed into law the Veterans’ Disability Compensation, Housing, and 
Memorial Benefits Amendments of 1981 (S.917). The bill will provide some 2.3 million service- 
disabled veterans and their survivors an 11.2 percent average cost-of-living increase in compensation 
benefits. Among other things, S.917 strengthens the VA’s home loan programs. 








Hovde Supports Proposed Changes in Marketing of Subsidy Bonds 


HUD Under Secretary Donald I. Hovde has told an Internal Revenue Service panel that he favors 
changes in IRS regulations governing single-family mortgage revenue bonds. Under Secretary Hovde 
stressed the importance of the bonds as an interim financing technique for making homeownership 
opportunities available under current economic conditions, and said that changes in the regulations are 
of ‘crucial importance at a time when the housing industry is experiencing a crisis of unprecedented 
proportions. ”” 


Noting that the adjusted annual rate of new housing production reached its lowest level since World War 
II in September, Hovde estimated that some 245,000 new and existing homes could be financed by 
State Housing Finance Agencies under revised regulations. ‘‘It is obvious from the very few bond 
issues that have been marketed under the regulations and the difficulty in marketing the few issues that 
did go forward that the current regulations need revision,’’ he added. 


Three Groups to Sponsor Meetings on Preservation Taxes 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation, the National Park Service, and the National Con- 
ference of State Historic Preservation Officers have scheduled a series of conferences on ‘‘Preserva- 
tion Tax Incentives: New Investment Opportunities Under the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981.”’ 
The Act, signed into law on August 13, 1981, makes important changes that directly benefit investments 
in real estate. Tax incentives in the new law make rehabilitation of historic buildings a more attractive 
investment than before. 


The conferences are aimed at property owners, developers, investors, lenders, accountants, attorneys, 
architects, State and local preservation officials and planning and preservation commission administra- 
tors. The meetings will concentrate on new tax code changes, and tell how the process works and how to 
take advantage of the new investment opportunities in historic preservation. They will highlight such 
topics as: 


© acomparison of old and new tax laws affecting historic preservation; 

@ transition rules for qualified rehabilitations; 

® case studies using the new 25 percent investment tax credit; 

@ the historic preservation certification process, including which properties and which rehabilitations 
qualify; 

© obtaining National Register designation; 

@ the Secretary of the Interior’s ‘‘Standards for Rehabilitation;’’ and 

@ tax benefits from the donation of easements. 


The conferences will be held in the cities listed below. Additional information on the series of meetings 
may be obtained from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. , 20036 (202/673-4092). 


Portland Oregon, January 11-12, 1982 
San Antonio, Texas, January 18-19, 
Boston, Mass. , February 1-2 

San Francisco, Calif., February 15-16 
Los Angeles, Calif., February 19-20 
Atlanta, Ga., March 1-2 

New York, N.Y., March 8-9 
Chicago, Ill. , March 22-23 





Ford Foundation Grants 


Following is a partial listing of urban grants and other projects funded by the Ford Foundation since 
October 1. For additional information, contact the Foundation, 320 East 43 Street, New York, N.Y., 
10017. 


Institute for Environmental Mediation (Seattle) , $16,800, for a series of seminars for environmental 
specialists. 


Charles F. Kettering Foundation, $2,500, for partial support of a conference to acquant public 
administrators and members of the Reagan administration with an approach to conflict resolution 
during the process of community development called the Negotiated Investment Strategy. It brings 
together represeniatives of Government, business, and community organizations to negotiate the kinds 
of economic and social development most appropriate to a particular urban area. 


National Training and Information Center (Chicago), $10,000, for a handbook on ways for 
community organizations to attract funding from the private sector. 


Potomac Institute, $25 ,000, for a study of the effectiveness of fair-housing laws in curbing discrimina- 
tion in housing. 


Settlement Housing Fund, $19,350, for a telephone information service on housing questions in New 
York City. 


Urban Institute, $25 ,000, to plan a study of the effects of the current reorientation of national domestic 
policy. 


The Youth Project (Washington, D.C.), $25,000, for young people’s activities in three Native 
American community development corporations. 


Publications Available 


The following publications may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Remittance must be by check, money order, Visa or Master 
Charge. When ordering, please indicate stock numbers. For additional information, contact J.G. Mills, 
chief, Documents Control Branch (202/275-3343). 


Installation Guidelines for Solar Domestic Hot Water Systems. . . \oaded with pertinent facts, this 
instructional publication was written for the skilled homeowner or professional installation contractor to 
follow in the construction of solar energy systems. $5.00, 107 pp., 1980, 023-000-00520-4. 


Housing Our Families. . . summarizes the results of a family research agenda which includes housing 
needs of the elderly and low-income people; includes a chapter on the practices of restricting rental 
housing to families with children. $4.50, 72 pp., 1980, 023-000-00656-1. 


A Guidebook: the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act and Reinvestment Strategies. . . explains the details 
of how to collect data available from the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act and other related sources, and 
how to use them to make your neighborhood come alive again. $4.25, 104 pp. , 023-000-00554-9. 


Neighborhoods: A Self-Help Sampler. . . highlights a series of self-help organizations and describes 
the experiences and techniques of effective self-help programs to meet the Nation’s neighborhood 
needs. $6.50, 171 pp., 023-000-00559-0. 


The Homebuilder’ s Guide for Earthquake Design. . . contains useful information designed to assist the 
builder in avoiding the problems and damage to single-family dwellings as a result of an earthquake. 
$4.25, 1980, 023-000-00629-4. 





Significant Litigation 
Betty Anderson v. City of Alpharetta, et al., No. 81-461 (N.D. Ga., filed March 13, 1981) 


The District Court has denied plaintiffs’ motion for class certification to represent all residents of Fulton 
County, Georgia, seeking low-income housing who desire to live in Alpharetta, Georgia. The court 
held that plaintiffs did not meet the numerosity and adequacy of representation requirements of Rule 23, 
and that certification was unnecessary since the injunctive relief that plaintiffs requested would benefit 
the entire class. The court held that plaintiffs did not meet the numerosity requirement because plaintiffs 
offered no evidence and the court refused to speculate how many of the proposed class in fact wanted to 
live in Alpharetta. The court determined that plaintiffs were not adequate class representatives because 
(1) their testimony demonstrated that they had little awareness of the specifics of the lawsuit, or even 
who defendants were; and (2) another lawsuit had been filed by potential low-income housing residents 
seeking housing in another part of Fulton County, raising a conflict as to where members of the 
proposed class really desired to live. 


Ken Bourke, et al. v. HUD, 81-0311-C(H) (S.D. Cal. filed April 2, 1981) 


Plaintiff, an unsuccessful purchaser of a HUD single-family home, brings this action challenging 
a HUD policy in sales of HUD-owned ‘‘as-is’’ single-family properties that HUD will not open 
bids of investor-purchasers if a buyer-occupant bids on the property. Plaintiff alleges that his bid 
for a property was approximately $2,000 higher than that of a buyer-occupant, and that HUD 
may not sell a HUD-acquired property for less than the highest bid. Plaintiff seeks an order directing 
HUD to convey the property to him, and an order declaring the HUD sale policy at issue to be 
beyond HUD’s authority. HUD will argue that it has changed its policy so that it will favor a 
buyer-occupant over an investor-purchaser only in the event of a tie bid. 
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